Global burden of disease: huge inequities in the health status in developing and developed countries.
This paper outlines the Global Burden of Disease study which was conducted for the 1993 World Bank Development Report. The study revealed huge differences in premature death and disability in the world regions examined; sub-Saharan Africa and India had the highest burden of disease. This paper also examines how the large differences in burden of disease between developed and developing countries can be explained by economic factors, highlighting research findings that suggest egalitarian societies are likely to have better health status than countries with capitalistic, market-based economies. This study then examines the efforts of the Global Forum for Health Research to create an integrated approach to global health policy formulation, using global burden of disease data, and concludes with the assertion that adopting such an approach nationally would also assist developed countries like Canada in better dealing with future health challenges.